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    The Academy offers courses and programs to provide practical knowledge and skills that can be readily applied in local church ministry.













    

  

  



  
  
    
      
  
  
  

    The Academy for Small Membership Church Ministries



    The Academy’s mission is to Advocate, Celebrate, Teach and Serve small membership churches as it empowers their ministries to serve their communities and the world.

Contact us to learn more about quality training which empowers people to serve the small membership church.











  



    

  

  



  
  
    
      
  

    
  
    
      
      
          
    Certified Lay Ministry Training
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  Laity feel called, have gifts and graces to help small membership churches, and want to make a difference in life.

The Academy has two courses to help: Discovering Your Call to Ministry and Foundations for Ministry.
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  The Academy offers several continuing education courses each year, designed to support ministry of lay and clergy serving small membership churches.

Courses are generally four to six weeks and meet online.
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The Power of the Small Membership Church

By Rev. Dr. Carl K. Ellis | March 25, 2024

  What does the small membership church have that the large church does not? We have the ability to reach out, and children can know, for at least a short time, that they are not lost in the crowd. Let me give you an example.
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Change so God's Church Can Thrive

By Rev. Dr. Carl K. Ellis | March 15, 2024

  Jesus tells Nicodemus he needs to be born again. We know that Jesus is talking about being born of God’s Spirit. The question we have to answer is: Will we be brave enough to be born again, to change, to grow, so we can help our churches thrive and help others to experience God’s love and grace?
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The Answer Is Love and Forgiveness, Not Anger and Hate

By Rev. Dr. Carl K. Ellis | March 06, 2024

  Anger begets anger, and hate destroys us. May we remember what Jesus said as he hung on the cross, “Father, forgive them. They know not what they do.” During this Lenten season, may we follow Jesus’ example and be those who love and forgive.
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Reimagining Networks, Cooperative Parishes, and Multi-Church Charges
Helping Churches Thrive
By Rev. Dr. Carl K. Ellis | February 20, 2024

  There are some shining examples of networks, cooperative parishes, and multi-church charges helping the members of churches grow. However, one size does not fit all, and some churches in the above groups continue to struggle. Here is how we might tweak multi-church groups to help small churches thrive.
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The Academy for Small Membership Church Ministries: We Advocate, Celebrate, Teach, and Serve
Workshops and classes to help small membership churches thrive.
By Rev. Dr. Carl K. Ellis | February 06, 2024

  The Academy believes the Small Membership Church is called to model itself after the disciples in the Book of Acts and offers workshops and classes to help small membership churches thrive.
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Moving Toward Success: Foundations for a Thriving Church

By Rev. Dr. Carl K. Ellis | July 03, 2023

  The Academy for Small Membership Church Ministries has designed “Foundations for a Thriving Church” to help congregations thrive. The program is designed so that church members and their pastor work together with small membership church coaches and develop a working vision and mission that leads to a thriving church.
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